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£.0. 1208s: RDE 1-3-4, H/l/RI CDRAPER, MORRIS) 

TAGS: PGOV, PEPR, HASS, EGy IK* IS 

SUBJECT: EGYPT SALES OF AmUHlTlON TO IRAQ 

1. (S) ENTIRE TEXT/ ■' ;;/■ . " - 

2. ISRAELI AMBASSADOR EVRON GOT IN TOUCH with VELIOTES ON 
APRIL i TO ASK WHAT THE UeS. REACTION-;ttOULO BE TO SADAT’S 
PUBLIC- AKHOUHCEHEHT OF'HIS ARMS-SALES TO IRAO. VELIOTES 
REPLIEO-THAT- WE WOULD^^SIKPLY,'REPEAT :OUR WELL-KNOWN POSITION 
TO THE'EFFECT-THAT WE'-HAO 'KOT; TAKEN SIDES IN THE CONFLICT, 
«£ WERE NOT APPROVING THE .export OF EaUIPMENT DESTINED FOR 
THE MILITARY USE OF EITHER SIDE, WE HAD MADE OUR POSITION 
CLEAR TO MANY GOVERNMENTS, AND HAD EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT 
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PROLONS THE KAR. 

3. THE FOLLOMING CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE WAS PREPARED 
FOR USE ON APRIL I, BUT NO OUESTIOHS CANE UP*. 

Q. WHAT IS YOUR REACTION TO PRESIDENT SADAT’S ANNOUNCEMENT 
THAT EGYPT IS SELLING AMHUHITION FOR SOVIET-HADE WEAPONS 
TO IRAO? DOESN’T THIS; RUN COUNTER TO OUR POSITION THAT 
MILITARY AID SHOULD NOT,BE PROVIDED TO EITHER SIDE IN THE 
IRAN-IRAQ CONFLICT? ' _ 

A. -- EGYPT HAS NOT SOLD OR TRANSFERRED ANY ARMS OR 
AMMUNITION SUBJECT. TO U.S. CONTROL. THE SALE OF ANY 
OTHER MILITARY .EQUIPMENT IS, OF COURSE, A DECISION FOR 
EGYPT TO MAKE. -- - 

-- OUR POSITrONi:IS CL^AR., WE ARE-NOT TAKING SIDES IN 
the CONFLICT ANDvCONT'lNUE JO iU^E'^ A WAY SE FOUND 
TO ENO.THE' HOSTILITIES VAND DISPUTE THROUGH 

NEGOTIATIONS.^^^^^ IS? OUR POLlCY^NOt: TO, APPROVE THE SALE 
OF MILITARY- EOUIPMENT« ^DIRECTLY iOR JHROUGjl THIRD 
COUNTRrES,..TO EITHjER^lRAO;;fi4aRANJ 

-- WE HAVE- ;DISCUSSEO?Me SlfuRfiON. WlTH'OUB FRIENDS AND 
ALLIES IN THE r.REA, AND FULLY AWARE OF,. OUR 

POSITION.' HAIG - : ■ 
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